University of Oregon School of Journalism and Communication 
Instructor Kathryn Thier
J462: Solutions Journalism – Story Pitch rubric

You will receive two scores for this assignment: one for your content and one for your writing mechanics. Each is out of a possible 4.0. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The content score will be created by averaging the total scores for the content. It will count for 80 percent of your overall grade on this assignment. The writing mechanics score is worth 20 percent. I’m placing the focus on your reporting because this assignment is setting you up for the major project of the class, but this doesn’t mean you should ignore your writing mechanics. Practice how you play. 


	
	Exceptional
	Experienced
	Capable
	Developing
	Beginner/Emerging
	Not Yet

	Overarching story idea
	One specific sentence that describes the solution.
	One specific sentence that mostly describes the solution.
	One specific sentence that somewhat describes the solution.
	Disorganized sentence and/or unapt description.
	






Partial success at Score 2.0 content, but major errors or omissions of score 3.0 content OR with help, partial success at 2.0 content and 3.0 content












Partial success at Score 2.0 content, but major errors or omissions of score 3.0 content OR with help, partial success at 2.0 content and 3.0 content
	








Even with help, no success












Even with help, no success

	Nut graf
	Nut Graf explains what the story is about (big picture) and why readers should care in a logical fashion – Focus is on the Why
	Content mostly explains what the story is about (big picture) and why readers should care in a logical fashion – Focus in on the Why
	Content somewhat explains what the story is about (big picture) and why readers should care; organizational logic could be improved
	Nut graf is disorganized; explains more What and How rather than the Why
	
	

	How solution works
	Explains briefly how solution works, source is cited
	Mostly explains how solution works, source is cited
	Somewhat explains how solution works, source may be cited
	Explanation is disorganized AND source not cited
	
	

	Problem overview
	Explains problem briefly, sources cited
	Mostly explains problem briefly, sources cited
	Somewhat explains problem briefly, sources cited
	Explanation is disorganized AND sources not cited
	
	

	Evidence
	Lists known evidence to date, describes stage of solution, predicts future evidence type
	Mostly lists known evidence to date, describes stage of solution, predicts future evidence type
	Somewhat lists known evidence to date, describes stage of solution, predicts future evidence type
	Evidence is not evidence AND/OR solution stage incorrect or missing AND/OR future evidence type missing
	
	

	Insight
	Explains why this solution is different/what makes it work
	Mostly explains why this solution is different/what makes it work
	Somewhat explains why this solution is different/what makes it work
	Insight is not insight
	
	

	Limitations
	At least one limitation to solution
	Limitation mostly correct
	Limitation somewhat correct
	Limitation isn’t a limitation
	
	

	Characters & source list
	At least three sources listed w/ emails, * for already contacted, at least one real person (ex. not print/online source)
	Mostly meets standard
	Somewhat meets standard
	Fewer than three sources AND/OR no * AND/OR no real person
	
	

	5 next steps
	Five next steps logically explain effort to find 4Qs with qualities noted
	Five next steps mostly logically explain effort to find 4Qs
	Five next steps somewhat logically explain effort to find 4Qs
	Fewer than five AND/OR not logical AND/OR not aimed at 4Qs
	
	

	Reporting for how
	Question gets at HOW solution works and response included
	Question mostly gets at HOW solution works and response included
	Question somewhat gets at HOW solution works and response included
	Response not included
	
	

	Story review
	Thoughtfully covers both the response and how it occurred, the evidence for and the effectiveness of the solution, the insight and limitations for three stories
	Mostly meets standard for three stories
	Somewhat meets standard for three stories
	Somewhat or mostly for fewer than three
	
	



Scored Translation

	LEVEL
	SCORE TRANSLATION

	Exceptional
	Score 4.0

	Experienced
	Score 3.5

	Capable
	Score 3.0

	Developing
	Score 2.5

	Beginner/Emerging
	Score 2.0

	
	Score 1.0

	Not Yet
	Score 0.0




	Writing Mechanics Criteria

Basic Edit Examples
Spelling error, fragment, missing period, factual error, poor content

A (4.0): Exceptional 
You can make between zero and three advanced edits
B (3.0): Experienced
You can make four to seven advanced edits. Your work does not have basic errors. 
C (2.0): Developing
You can make eight to 11 edits (basic, advanced or both). If the work has a basic edit, it starts at a C. 

	

Advanced Edit Examples
Wordiness, weak verbs, passive voice, AP style, lack of strategic thinking, poor framing, organizational problems, comma placement, not following class format, lack of parallel structure 
(I will accept passive voice when the object is the emphasis of the sentence.) 

D (1.0): Emerging
You would need to make 12-15 edits (basic, advanced or both). If the work has at least two basic edits, it starts at a D. 
F (0.0): Not Yet
You need to make at least 16 edits (basic, advanced or both). 
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